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SUMMARY 



I. VENEZUELAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES OR THEIR REPRESENTATIVES 
ADDRESSER HUNAN RIGHTS NSO'S DURING A CONFERENCE HE LB JULY IMS IN 
CARACAS. TOPICS DISCUSSED INCLUDED; JUDICIAL REFDRM, PRISON 
REFORM' IMPUNITY. AND CHILDREN'S RIGHTS. THE CONFERENCE WAS 
SPONSORED BY; THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FDR HUMAN RIGHTS' AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL^ IKE UN f TED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (UN0P1. AND 
THE BRITISH EMBASSY. CANDIDATES IRENE SAE2, MIGUEL RODRIGUEZ' AND 
HUGB CHAVEZ ATTENOEB. NEIINER HENRIQUE SAL AS ROMER NOR LUIS ALFAHO 
UCERO ATTENDED THE CONFERENCE' BUT INSTEA0 SEHT CAMPAIGN 
REPRESENEAIIVES TO ADDRESS THE CONFERENCE. THE FAILURE OF THESE 
CANDIDATES TO PARTICIPATE HAS DENBUNCE0 BY HUMAN RIGHTS NGO'S AND 
CRHICIZED IN PRESS REPORTS AS REFLECT IHG A FAILURE TO MAKE HUNAN 
RIGHTS A PRIORITY FOR THEIR PRESIDENT! Ai CAMPAIGNS. END SUMMARY. 



CARACA 02237 00 OF 31 23!SW 02SJ51 
POVERTY BY FIGHTING "INFLATION VNILE SAFEGUARDING JOBS"- AND 
BOOS 1 1 MC ECONOMIC GROWTH- PR0H01ING EDUCAllDNAL EXCELLENCE' SEEKING 
HEALTH FOR ALL CITIZENS' FIGHT IRC CRIME. AHD PURSUING A GOVERNMENT 
IHAT SERVES ITS CITIZENS. SAEZ'S PLAN FOR CHIIOREN'S RIGHTS HERE 
AMONG THE MBST EXTENSIVE OF THE CONFERENCE. SHE EMPHASIZED THE 
HEED FOR AN EDUCATION SYSTEM ENCOMPASSING NUTRITION PROGRAMS. 
SPORTS' HEAt IK-CARE. AND TRAINING SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO MEET 
DIVERSE DEMOGRAPHIC NEEDS. 

3. WHILE HOST OF SAEZ'S PRESENTATION HAS SHORT ON DETAILS. ON 
EDUCATION SHE DID. FOR EXAMPLE. STATE THAT SHE PLANS TO ALLOCATE 1 ■ 
OF GOP TO EDUCATION. TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL DAYS AND 
INCORPORATE HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION IKTB THE CURRIGULUM. ASKED IF 
SHE WOULD RENEGOTIATE FBHEIGN DEBT TO FREE RESOURGES IB ANE1 IORATE 
VENEZUELA'S HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION. SAE2 GAUTIDUSLY RESPONDED THAT 
RENEGOTIATE OF THIS DEBT IS IMPORTANT. BUT CHOSE TO EMPHASIZE 
EFFORTS TB FURTHER BIVERSIFY TNE ECONOMY, AHO TO DECENTRALIZE AND 
"DFCONGEST" THE BUREAUCRACY TB MORE EFFECTIVELY DISTRIBUTE CURRENT 
GBV RESOURCES. IN CONTRAST TO OTHER CANDIDATES. SAEZ DECLARED THAI 
NER GOVERNMENT WILL PROVIDE PUBLIC FINANCIAL SUPPORT JB KGB' S. SHE 
BELIEVES THE GOV MUST WORK ALONGSIDE NGD'S 70 COMBAT HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS. AND COMMITTED HERSELF TO WORKING CLOSELY WITH NGO'S 
THROUGH OUT HER ADMINISTRATION. 

1. SAEZ FXPRESSEO STRONG SUPPORT FOR JUDICIAL REFORM. SHE PLANS 
TD COKI I HUE TO DECENTRALIZE THE JUDICIAI SYSTEM, AND VIEWS THIS- IN 
PART, AS A WAY TO BREAK ALLIANCES BETWEEN JUBGES AND POLITIGAL 
PARTIES. TAKING A PAGE FROM U.S. PRACTICE, SAEZ PROPOSE 0 
SUBJECTING HER JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS TO CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS THAT 

WOULD BE OPEN TO TNE PUBLIC. SAEZ ALSB WISHES TB STRENGTHEN THE 
INDEPENDENCE AND AUTONOMY OF THE SUPREME GBURT, AND WILL SEEK WAYS 
TO OPEN THE NOMINATION AND CONT IRHAI ION PROCESS CAS1IKG LIGHT ON 
WHAT IS NOW AN OPAOUE. PARTY -DRIVEN SYSTEM. 

5. WITH RESPEGI TO PRISBN REFORM. SAE2 ANNOUNCED THAT SHE WOULD 
MERGE THE MINISTRIES OF JUSTIGE AND INTERIOR WHILE SPINNING OFF 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR PRISONS TO A NEW INDEPENDENT. AUTONOMOUS AGENCY. 
TNE NEW MINISTRY, MEANWHILE, WOULD FOODS ON "PREVENTIVE SECURITY." 
RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS WHETHER OR NOT SHE WOULD PRIVATIZE PRISONS. 
WERE VAGUE, BUT SHE Of 0 NOT RULE BUT THE POSSIBILITY. SAEZ ALSO 
DECLARED THAT SHE WOULD SEPARATE PRISONERS AWAITING TRIAL FROM 
THOSE WHO ARE ALREADY CONVICTED, AND INDICATED THAT SHE WOULD 
ESTABLISH MINIMUM, MEDIUM. AND MAXIMUM SECURITY PRISONS. 
ADVOCATING TRAINING AND WORK PROGRAMS WITHIN THE PRISONS, SAEZ SAID 
THAI THE PRISONS NEED TO SERVE A PRODUCTIVE PURPBSE AND TO PREPARE 
PRISONERS FOR LIFE AFTER PRISON. 



MICUEL RDDRIGUEZ: THE MILTON FRIEDMAN AHSWER TO HUMAN RIGNTS 



6. APERTURA PARTY PRESIBENIIAl CANDIDATE MIGUEL RBDRIGUEZ SEES 



IRENE; "INTEGRATED SECURITY" TO PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS 



2. IRENE SAEZ, PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE DF I.R.E.N.E. THE RADICAL 
CAUSE ICR). AND THE CHRISTIAN SOCIAL (CDPEII PARTIES, FRAMED HER 
DISGUSSION OF HUMAN RIGNTS WITHIN HER BRBADER PROPOSAL TB OFFER 
VOTERS "IHTEGRATEO SECURITY." UNDER THE RUBRIC OF "INTEGRATED 
SEGUHITY," SAEZ BECLAREB THAT SHE WOULD STRIVE TO SECURE ' 
VENEZUELANS HOT ONLY FROM TNE VAGARIES OF ENDEMIC VIOLENT CRIME, 
BUT WOULD ALSO WORK TO "GUARANTEE PEACE ANB DEMOCRACY FOR All" BY: 
IMPROVING ACCESS TD HEAlTH-GAHE, ENSURING OUICK JUSTICE IN CASES OF 
IMPUNITY. PROTECTING IRE ENVIRONMENT. AND CARING FOR THE LESS 

fORTUHAIE OR ABIE -'- WHEN- CHILDREN, INDIGENOUS PEOPLES. THE POOR. 
ANO .HE HANDICAPPED. l MlM E mWs ? »fffllWoF STAlfc 



VENEZUELA'S HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRESS AS DEPENDENT UPON "ACCELERATED 
AND SUSTAINED" ECONOMIC BEVEL OP KENT. NE IS COURTING ON VENEZUELA'S 
NATURAL RESOURCES TO PROVIDE THIS ECONOMIC GROWTH. HIS IDEAL FOR 
THE COUNTRY WOULD BE A MIDDLE CLASS POPULATION EDUCATED FOR WORK AS 
WELL AS IN CULTURE, ART ANO SPORT. THIS ECONOMIST, AMD ARCHITECT 
OF PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ'S (CAP'S) ECONOMIC PROGRAM. 

ESSENTIALLY ARGUES THAT A RISIHG TIBE WILL LIFT ALL BOATS - THAT 
A VIBRANT GROWING ECONOMY WILL PROVIDE THE RESOURCES TO ADDRESS 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND OTHER PROBLEMS. INDEED' RODRIGUEZ APPEARS 10 
BELIEVE THAI MOST OF VENEZUELA'S HUMAN RIGHTS DIFFICULTIES WOULD 
SIMPLY DISAPPEAR IF THE ECONOMIC SITUATION WERE BETTER. 
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7. GREETING HIS "FRIENDS IN IHE FIGHI 1C0MPANEROS Elf LA LUCHA!,' 
FORMER COUP LEADER HUGO CHAVEZ RECALLED IRE LAST 1 1 HE RE IMS IN IHE 
AUDITORIUM AT IHE AIENE0 WERE TRE CONFERENCE IMS HELD - MARCH 2S. 
1991, THE DAY HE WAS RELEASER FRO/1 PRISON. CHAVEZ IS THE 
PRESIOENIIAL CANDIDAIE OF: IRE f IF IN REPUBLIC NOVENENI DIM), IHE 
HOMELAND FOR ALL (PPTl PARIY. AND IHE MOVEMENT TOWARDS SOCIAL ISH 
(HAS) PARTY. CHAVEZ CREDITED HVItAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS WJTH 
PROTECTING HIS LIFE AFTER HIS COUP ATTEMPT WAS THWARTED. IE SAID 
THAI. WHILE RUMORS FLEW THE DAY AFTER THE ATTEMPT THAT CHAVEZ HAD 
COMMITTED SUICIDE' IT WAS HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS HAT RALLIED IHE 
PEOPLE 10 PROTECT HIM. CKAUEZ COMMENTED THAI HE HAD BEEN 
INVOLVED IN HE HUMAN RIGHTS "SOCIAL f IGHI" FDR TEARS. IN SHORT. 
GHAVE2 VIEWS HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS AS HIS NATURAL ALLIES. 

8. TURNING 10 IHE PRESENT. CHAVEZ DECLARED IHAI HE BELIEVES THAI 
IN THIS MODERN AGE THAI IHE RIGHTS AHD WELL-BEING OF PEOPLE HAVE 
BEEN "RELEGATED TO LASI PLACE" AMIDST TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES AND 
MACROECONOHIC CONSIDERATIONS. CHAVEZ SAID. "MAN NEEDS 10 BE IHE 
CENTER OF All POLITICAL. SOCIAL. AHD ECONOMIC AGIIVIIY." DECLARING 
HIMSELF 10 BE HE ETHER OF "IHE EXTREME LEFT NOR RIGHT." CHAVEZ 
STATED IHAI HIS MOVEMENT IS 'HUMANIST." PROCLAIMING THAI HIS 

MOVEMENT CALLS FOR AN "INTEGRATED VISION TO FULFILL IRE EXISTENCE 
OF HAH. " CHAVEZ EXPLAINED THAI HE REJECTS HDBSES' SIAIEMERf IHAI 
"MAN IS THE L ION OF MAN." ACCEPIS NIETZSCHE'S BEL IEF THAI UAH IS 
IHE BRIDGE BETWEEN NAN ARB IHE SUPERMAN. AND STRIVES FOR JESUS 
CHRIST'S GOAL THAI "HAN IS THE ALPHA AND [HE OMEGA." 

9. CHAVEZ OFFERED IHIS AS A PRELUDE TO HIS ASSERTION THAT "IHE 
STATE IN VENEZUE1A HAS EXHAUSTED ITSELF." ACCORDING ID CHAVEZ. 
VENEZUELA'S DEMOCRATIC MODEL, BASED UPON THE "PUNIO r T JO" PACT. HAS 
RUN ITS COURSE. OUOIING ROUSSEAU, CHAVEZ SAID THAI THE GOVERNMENI 
HAS BROKER ITS SOCIAL CONTRACT WITH SOCIETY. AND THAI SOCIAL 
EXISTENCE HAS BEEN REOUCED TO A OARVINISTIC NAN-10-MAN FIGHI. 

(YES, HE QUOTED DARWIN TOO. I "NOBODY IS GOING TO MANIPULATE OR 
TRICK HE - THIS IS NO! A DEMOCRACY. THIS IS A MASK IHAI HIDES 
HIDEOUS WON -DEMOCRAT I CI THINGS-" DECLARED CHAVEZ. 

10. ID DELIVER VENEZVELA FROM IIS TRIALS AHD TRIBULATIONS AND TO 
RESTORE RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. CHAVEZ PROPOSES HOLDING A 
REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTION OF CREATING A ""CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
(CORSEITUEHTE)." IF APPROVED. IRE FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THIS 
ASSEMBLY MOULD BE TO BISMANTLE CONGRESS. ACCORDING !D CHAVEZ. ONLY 
SUCH A DRAMATIC REFORM CAN RESTORE CREDIBILITY IN THE STATE, AHD 
RESPECT FDR IIS LEADERS AND LAWS. OUT OF IHIS CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
Will EMERGE A NEW "SOCIAL CONTRACT" IHAI WILL ESTABLISH A "HUMANIST 
DEMOCRACY." 

11. IN A BRIEF MENTION OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, CHAVEZ SAID. 
"IHM GOD IHIS IS A MULTIPOLAR WORLD." CHAVEZ OPINED IHAI ONCE 
VENEZUELA HAS RENEWED ITSELF THROUGH THE CLEANSING PROCESS OF THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, VENEZUELA WILL ONCE AGAIN ESTABLISH ITSELF AS 
AN IMPORTANT POLE OF POWER IN THE WORLD. AND WILL PROJECT ITSELF ON 

TO THE WORLD STAGE. 

12. THOVGH CHAVEZ ECHOED OTHER CAHOIDATES' CONCERN FOR THE HEED 
FOR JUDICIAL REEDRM. PRISON REFORM, AND GREATER PROTECTION OF 

•CHILDREN'S RIGHTS, CHAVEZ OFFERED NO TRUE STRUCTURE OR PLAN 10 
ADDRESS THESE ISSUES. CHAVEZ SIMPLY RESPONDED THAT OURIHG HIS 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATIVES FROM All WALKS OF VENEZUELAN 
LIFE Will RAVE TRE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE I R EXPERIENCES AND TO 
PRESENT PROPOSALS FOR CHAHGE. HE STATED, WITHOUT ELABORATION/ THAT 
HE PLANS 70 INITIATE A BASIC HEALTH-CARE SYSTEM FOR All CITIZENS. 
HE BRIEFLY MENTIONED THAT REOROERING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM WOULD 
REQUIRE AN INCREASE IN EXPENDITURES, BUT OFFERED NO EXPECTED FIG- 
URES. CHAVEZ ALSO EXPRESSED INTEREST IN ABOLISH IRC MUNICIPAL 
POLICE SCHOOLS IN ORDER TO CENTRALIZE THE PDUCE lORCf. THIS, HE 
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PREOICIS. WOULD OFFER CITIZENS UNIFORM GUAR AN (EES OF PROTECTION AS 
OPPOSED 10 VARIATIONS ACROSS HUNICIPALII1ES. SUCH VHIFORMHY 
rOLLOWS HIS THEME OF EQUAL I IY FOR AIL CIIIZENS WI7H0UI DISCRIMI- 
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NATION. 

13. CHAVEZ WILLINGLY ENGAGED IN OPEN DIALOGUE WITH 7 HE NGO'S 
PRESENT AHD PROPOSED A FUTURE DIALOGUE SESSION WITH THOSE INTEREST- 
ED. HE ATTEMPTED TO PORTRAY HIMSELF AS- A MODERATE, POPULIST 
SUPPORTER OF LIBERAL DEMOCRACY FOUNDED ON THE THEORETICAL BASIS OF 
A SOCIAL CONTRACT. HE FAILED TO 6ETAIL HIS PLANS FOR ADDRESSING 
HUMAN RIGHTS. AND PREFERRED INSTEAD TO TAKE ON BOARD MOST QUESTIONS 
FOR ANALYSIS AND RESPONSE AT A LATER DATE. INDEED, CHAVFZ WENT 10 
GREAT LENGTHS TO DEMONSTRATE THAT HE DOES HOT HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS. 
AHD IHAI KE IS STILL IN IHE PROCESS OF LEARNING. CHAVEZ USEO THE 
CONFERENCE AS AN OPPORIUNITY 10 SOLICIT IHE SUPPORT AND INVOLVEMENT 

OF HGO'S IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF HIS CAMPAIGN AND TO SECURE SUPPORT 
FOR THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. HE AGREES WITH IHE NGO'S IHAI 
PROBLEMS EXIST* BUT BELIEVES THE SOLUTION WILL MYSTIGALlY EMERGE 
FROM IHE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. NOT FROM A CAREFULLY PLANNED POLICY 
AND EXECUTIVE APPARATUS. 



NGO'S GRANTED UNIQUE OPPORIUNITY 10 EXPRESS WORRIES 10 GRAVE Z 



14. IHE CONFERENCE ALLOCATED AN EXTRA HOUR 10 CHAVEZ'S QUESTION- 
ANSWER PERIOD TO PERMIT REPRESENTATIVES OF EACH HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP 
IN ATTENDANCE TO APPROACH THE STAGE 10 EXPLAIN THE LEADING CONCERNS 
THAT EACH GROUP HAS WITH CHAVEZ'S PROGRAM. WHIEE IHIS ADBIIIONAl 
FACE-ID-FACE ENCOUNTER BETWEEN IHE HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS AND 
CHAVEZ RIGHT IGHTS THE FUNDAMENTAL CONCERNS MANY OF THESE NGO'S HAVE 
WITH CHAVEZ. II ALSO REVEALED THAI CHAVEZ HAS SUPPORT AMONG LESSER 
KNOWN. GRASSROOTS. AND FRINGE HUMAN RIGHTS NGO'S. THOUGH NGO'S 
APPEARED EXCITED DY IHIS OPPORIUNITY. (HEIR QUESTIONS APPEARED 
INHIBITED. FEW VENTURED TO ASK THE UNBERLYING QUESTIONS THAI NGO'S 
SURELY HOLD REGARDING CHAVEZ AS AN INDIVIDUAL.' MOST QUESTIONS COULD 
RAVE BEEN DIRECTED TO ANY GANDIOAIE. GIVEN CHAVEZ'S MILITARY 
CAREER AHD ATTEMPTED COUP ATIEMPI. ONE NGO MEMBER EXPRESSED THE 
CONCERN THAI CHAVEZ'S GOVERNMENT WOULD BE AUTOCRATIC. CHAVEZ 
REPLIED IHAI ONE NEEDS TO LOOK AT IHE TYPE OF MILITARY OFFIGER 
CHAVEZ WAS - AH OFFICER WHO WAS SUPREMELY CONCERNED WITH THE WELL- 
BEING OF RIS 7R00PS AND OF THE PRIVATE CITIZEN. WHILE ONE WOULD 
COULO ARGUE THAT THE RECORD OF A FORMER COUP LEADER SPEAKS FOR 
IISEIF DN THE MAI IE R OF WHETHER OR NOI HIS GOVERNMENI WILL BE 
AUTOCRATIC. CHAVEZ DOES NOT CONSIDER HIMSELF 10 BE A COUP LEADER. 
DEFLEGIINC ATTENTION FROM THE COUP ATTEMPT, CHAVEZ ASSERIED IHAI IT 

IS MORE IMPORTANT TO RE MEMBER WHAT HE REVOLTED AGAINST -- A 
CORRUPT. DAHKRUPT DEMOCRACY. THAT HAD BROKEN ITS SOCIAL CONTRACT 
VI IN SOCIETY. 



SALAS ROMER'S POSITION ACCORDING TO ENRIQUE OCHOA ANT I CM 



IS. REPRESENTING HENRIQUE SALAS ROMER, ENRIQUE OCHOA ANIICH 
ASSERIED IHAI "ONLY A SOCIETY THAT CAN CREATE WEALTH CAN ESTABLISH 
RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS." PLAGIHG HIS FAITH IN THE REOtlBERftL 
ECONOMIC POLICIES, OCHOA DECLARED THAT SALAS STANDS FOR "OPENING 
1APERIURAI" AND "MARKET REFORH," SEEKS ID ENGAGE "GLOBALIZATION," 
AND REJECTS STAT ISM AND SOCIALISM. THOUGH CLEARLY A CHAMPION OF 
PRIVATE IHITIAIIVE AMD ENTREPRENEURIAL EFFORT, OGHOA NONETHELESS 
SAID. "THE STATE HAS AN OBLIGATION, TO RESERVE FUNOS AND RESOURCES 
FOR TTHE HUNAN RIGHTS] CAUSE. " BUILDING VPDN THIS GLOBALIZATION 
THEME. OCHOA STATED IHAI VENEZUELA NEEDS 10 RESPOND TO 
IR7EPHATI0NAI REPORTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN VENEZUELA. ACCORDING TO 
OCNOA, SALAS WILL SEEK TO ESTABLISH A.WORKlNC RELATIONSHIP WITH 
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INTERNATIONAL HUHAH RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS HUMAN RIGHTS 
WATCH. AND AMNESTY THTEffKAT I ONAL . OH THE ISSUE OF PRISON REFORM. 
OCHOA IH8ICAIE0 THAT SAIAS PROPOSES PRlUATIZINC THE PRISOH SySIEII 
"10 EFFECT I UELY EXPLOIT OPPORTUNITIES ANO 10 HARNESS THE POTENTIAL 
OF E HIRE PRE HEURS" 10 REME8Y THIS COMPLEX PROBLEM. 



At FARO UCERO'S POSITION ACCORDING FO PAULINA GAMUS 



16. DEMOCRATIC ACIIOH IADI PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE AlfARO UCERO VAS 

REPRESENTEE By AO CONGRESS J ONAL DEPUTY PAULINA CAMUS. IF WAS OFFER 
UNCI EAR' UNFORTUNATELY. WHETHER CAMUS VAS SPEAKING STRICTLY OH 
At FARO' S> HER OWN. OR THEIR PARTY'S BEHALF. THE PRESS CRITICIZED 
HER PRESENTATION AND DIALOGUE AS N0N-SU8S1AKTIVE. LEAVING MANY 
HfiO'S OUESTIONS UNANSWFREB. 

17. THOUGH GAMUS EXPRESSED A NEED FOR HUMAN RIGHTS REFORM. SHE 
FAILED 70 MENTION SPECIFIC REFORMS ALFARO WOULD IMPLEMENT. 
ACKNOWLEDGING THE CRITICAL SITUATION IN VENEZUELA'S BEPL0RA8LE 
PRISONS, CAMUS ASSERTED THAT MEANINGFUL ANSWERS WM6 DE FOUND ONCE 
GOVERHORS ANO MAY BR S TOOK AN ACTIVE ROLE. SIIF PREBIC1EB THAT 



At FARO'S GOVERNMENT WOULD PURSUE PRISON PRIVATIZATION. CAMUS 
AGREED WITH THE IMPORTANCE OF JUDICIAL REFORM. BUT DLAMEO JUBCES' 
FINANCIAL CBNNECTIONS TO LAW FIRMS RATHER THAN TO POLITICAL PARTIES 
AS THE SOURCE OF JII8ICIAL CORRUPTION. HER APPROACH 10 GHILBREN'S 
RIGHTS WAS CONSERVATIVE. GAMUS IS A PROPONENT OF FAMILY 
RESTRUCTURING AS A MAIN FACTOR IN ABVANCINC CHILDREN'S RIGHTS. SHE 
STATED A NEED FOR INVFSTIOT IH EDUCATJ8H WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 
IMPROVING THE QUALITY 6F JEACHIHG IN ORDER TO INCREASE SOCIAL 
CONSCIOUSNESS AT AN EARLY AGE. 



COMMENT 



18. THIS CONFERENCE WAS IMPORTANT FOR THREE REASONS. FIRST, IT 
DEMONSTRATED THAT NGO'S ARE ALIVE. IF STRUGGLING. IN VEHEZUE1A. 
NGfl DEVEIOPHENT IN VENEZUELA NAS BEEN GRADUAL BUT IS VITAL FBR THE 
STRENGTHENING OF VENEZUELAN DEMOCRACY AND SBCIEIY. SEGDNO. IDE 

CONFERENCE DEMONSTRATES THE AUDIENCE PARTICIPANTS' COMMITMENT TO 
HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRESS IN VENEZUELA. SUCH RESOLVE IS ESSENTIAL 10 
RAISE THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF HUNAH RIGHTS ISSUES BOTH WITHIN THE 
VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT ANO SOCIETY AT LARGE. FINALLY. AND HOST 
IMPORIAHTLY, THE C8NFERENGE TOOK ANOTHER STEP TOWARD IMPROVING. 
FORMALIZING. AND 6EEPENING BIAIOCUE BETWEEN NGO'S AND UENE2UELAN 
GOVERNMENT. CREATING SUCH DIALOGUE HAS BEEN A SLOW AMD ACRIMONIOUS 
PROCESS. IT HAS REWIAE6 BREAKING DOWN SUSPICIONS AND ANIMOSITIES 
BETWEEN NGO'S. THE GOVERNMENT, AND POLITICAL PARTIES. THE RESULT 
HAS BEEN NASCENT COOPERATION ON HUHAH RIGHTS ISSUES, AHB THE 
STRENGTHENING OF CIVIL SOGIETY ORGANIZATIONS ESSENTIAL TO THE 
EFFEGTIVE FUNCTIONING OF REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY. 
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